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Strangers 1n Strange Times

| Peter 2:11&12

The other day, a pastor referenced a 95-year-old woman who said she’s never
witnessed anything like this recent pandemic. The Great Depression and World War Il
were not as strange to her as these times. This statement brought the realities of this
time home to me in a tangible way.

Strange. Bizarre. Weird. Unprecedented. The frequency of these words over the course of the last few months
are immeasurable. In essence, we are saying that these days are unlike other days we’ve experienced on this
earth. As we think about our passage, we find a similar notion.

Earlier in chapter 2, Peter tells us that we were in darkness and were called into the light by God’s mercy.
Because of this, we are adopted as God'’s children. And, as amazing and joyful and life-giving as that reality is,
this makes us sojourners and exiles in this world. Or, as one translation states, ‘Strangers.’

The truth of God’s children being strangers is why Peter calls us to fight against our sin and strive after good
works in the remaining verses. As strangers, we realize that this world — as beautiful as it can be — is not our
home. This pandemic serves as a reminder that this world is not our home. God the Father, through the perfect
life and death of his Son, has a perfect home waiting for us. Let these strange days remind a bunch of strangers,
like us, of the life to come.

e |f we are to live as strangers or sojourners in this life, what might that look like?
What sort of fruit should that produce in the life of a Christian?

e Christians are called to have an eternal mindset in their daily life. Are your priorities
modeling that this world is not your home?

e How does this pandemic help you let go of this life and look forward to the eternity
Jesus purchased for us?

Father, thank you for this world that you have created. Thank you for the eternity that

is waiting for us. An eternity with no sadness, no tears, and no sickness or suffering of

any kind. As we wait for you to take us to our true home, help us to live faithfully as your
children. Spirit, strengthen us and help us to set our minds on this eternity. Help us to let
go of our fleshly desires and strive to do good in the name of Jesus, for his glory and honor.
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